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" Well, that's a good thing. If the quarries are being worked, however little, there must be night-watchmen, and that would keep bandits away, I suppose? So much the better. That's one den of thieves less, anyway/*
" No, even if they have put on a couple of night-watchmen, what could they do in an area as big as that ? They would simply snore around a fire and hope that they would be left alone. . . . But why should there be any night-watchmen? You have a lumber-yard guarded because there's plenty of material that people can carry off. But what's worth taking there ? "
ee So another adventure like yours might still happen ? "
" Why ?   Do you want it to happen to you ? "
Quinette turned pale, smiled, and put on the air of a man who sees a good joke rather belatedly. Then he said :
" Yes indeed, when I was younger, I think I should have been just as keen about it as yourself."
" You really think that it might have been your vocation ? "
" Yes. Even now, if such things are possible, I should be delighted to give up my spare time to inquiries, any little investigations. . . ."
" If you were in any other line of business - a wine-merchant, for example, or even a news-agent - we should be only too glad to make use of you. . . . But in a shop like yours you don't get man^ people - people who interest us. Or, again, if you had access to extremist circles in politics------ That isn't the case, is it ? "
" No.   Not at the moment."
" Still, I'll mention the matter to my chiefs. Outside our regular organisation we haven't got so many people with brains and a sense of responsibility* There are some ted eggs whom we have to use, that you've got to handle with a pair of tongs. I may tell you that if, in connection with your visitor with the bloody hands, you have the luck to put us on to a good scent, the authorities will be only too glad to make themselves agreeable to you. You coulda't have a better recommendation."